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On October 21, 2006 a California Public Records Act request was made of Kern County Animal Control asking for the total number of microchip ID scanners they had and to provide the Make, Model Number, Serial Number, Location (is the scanner at the Bakersfield shelter, the Mojave shelter, assigned and carried on a vehicle) and the Condition of each scanner (is the scanner working, inoperative, broken). 

There are currently 8 HomeAgain scanners in use at the Bakersfield shelter and 

1 HomeAgain scanner in use at the Mojave shelter. 

SERIAL NUMBERS for each microchip scanner/reader was not provided as requested. The reason given was because there is no document that contains the serial numbers and according to Division Chief Haynes, the Public Records Act states that if records do not exist that satisfy the request, the records do not have to be created. Animal ID microchip scanners are "Tools of the Trade" for those in the animal welfare and control field but at a valued cost of $200-$300, they should not be treated like screwdrivers and wrenches. Serial numbers for these devices should be documented. It is highly recommended that the back of each scanner be checked for a serial number and documented along with other scanner details rather than claiming records on these scanners don't exist therefore they don't have to be created.

MODEL NUMBERS for these scanners were not provided as requested. No reason given. Knowing the model number of the scanners KCAC uses better defines what capablilities they have. In December 2005 the HomeAgain WorldScan™ reader, manufactured by Digital Angel, Inc., was made available and reads all microchips utilizing the 125 kHz and 128 kHz radio frequencies (HomeAgain, AVID and Trovan) including those that previously could not be read by all U.S. scanners. The HomeAgain WorldScan reader also detects the 134.2 kHz microchips, or ISO chip, commonly used outside of the United States and can read some Digital Angel 134.2 kHz ISO chips. While the new scanner will not display the number of all ISO chips, it will indicate the presence of the chip so that steps toward a recovery can be put in place. 

The only indication that KCAC might possibly have a least one scanner with the newer capabilities of a WorldScan™ reader is that a HomeAgain scanner was purchased by credit card in March 2006. The remaining HomeAgain scanners, KCAC acquired prior to release of the new WorldScan™ reader.

It only takes one time for the gardener, meter reader, neighbor, child or friend to leave the gate open or the door ajar. Unaltered pets in particular have a desire to roam. Pet theft is also a daily occurrence and the well behaved pets are sold for research. Animals such as purebreds, birds and exotics are valuable and are stolen for resale. Even horses are stolen and sold for slaughter. As a common practice all animals (pets, livestock and wildlife) should all be checked for microchip identification at some point when being handled by Animal Control Officers.

There are currently 8 HomeAgain microchip scanners in use at the Bakersfield shelter. One is with the RVT, two in the intake room, one in Kennel D, one in the front office, one in the feral cat room, one in the adoption center and one is at the Shelter Supervisor's desk.  Field Officers scan animals (dead and alive) when they offload and do the intake work.

FIELD DEPLOYMENT of microchip ID scanners is highly recommended for a variety of reasons. Most recently it was reported that approximately 500 animals were buried on private property and since microchip scanners are not part of an ACO’s truck inventory, it is safe to assume that none of these 500 animals were ever checked for identification.

AVID (American Veterinary Identification Devices) has stated that the handling cost of processing animals will drop because the animal can be returned directly to the owner without having to be brought into the shelter. Another benefit not mentioned by AVID is that it reduces the chances of bringing field diseases into a shelter environment.

Scanning larger animals (livestock) or wildlife in the field will often times reduce the time and cost of transporting that animal back to the shelter. Good communication skills between field personnel and dispatch (base of operations) are necessary, especially during times when a natural disaster strikes.

POSITIVE SIDE EFFECTS to the consistent use of microchip scanners in the field will increase a general public awareness of pet identification. The more animals scanned in the field and returned directly to owners, the more people will want this for their animals.

An Animal Control Department's image is improved when using microchip technology and that image can be further improved through promoting and expanding the use of microchip identification and make its use visible to the public.

