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Take an up-close look at a "drop box"

By Joe Johnson

jiohnson@HanfordSentinel.com
At the request of online bloggers on this Web sitis
reporter traveled out to Kings County Animal Cohtm
inspect the animal "drop boxes" that are causitgydblocal
controversy.

The phrase "drop box" is itself a bit of a misnonserit
conjures up images of a mail box or library bodkimne,
where a drawer is opened, something is inserted, When
closed, the parcel descends down a ramp. Thist is/mat
you find at Animal Control.

Instead, the boxes are a series of large, mettiscset into
an archway in the side of the building, betweenpiiking
lot and the kennels. Standing roughly 6 feet higth maybe
4 feet across, there are eight containers avajlableh with a
accompanying chain and padlock to secure the a(sjnal
once inside.

Above the boxes is a wood sign featuring a smilaagtoon
dog, which reads, "Please do not put cats in thdbxes
unless all other boxes are full. Large boxes aréafge dogs.
Thanks! Animal Control.” The two larger boxes aretioe
bottom and are roughly the same size as one aatf aftthe
regular boxes above, both in terms of width andltei

Each box has a rectangular opening cut into tha fiod
back so the animal can receive light and air fitugh
there doesn't appear to be anything regularly Eitimg cool
air through the enclosure. The interior is alsoered with a
coarse material that prevents the animal frormgjttin hot
metal and is, presumably, easier to clean offlatea date.

It doesn't appear

| that there is food or
~ water available to

| the animal once
inside, however,
these could be
placed in the boxes
when Animal

| Control personnel
leave for the
weekend. When the
Sentinel visited the
location, it was only|
3p.m.ona
weekday.

Next to the drop
boxes is another
sign that reads,
"Animals turned
into this shelter may be used for research purposgs
supply blood, tissue or other biological products.”

Here's a look at the Animal Control drop boxes.
(Joe Johnson/The Sentinel)

So now you know.
The reporter can be reached at 583-2425.

(April 4, 2008)
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The Pulse by Jackie Kaczmarek
Ever wondered what a ‘drop box’ looks like?
—Ver o

At the request of online bloggers on this Web
site, reporter Joe Johnson traveled out to Kings
County Animal Control to inspect the animal
“drop boxes” that are causing lots of local
controversy. He took photos and we posted

~| them on our Web site under More Local News.
" The phrase “drop box" is itself a bit [...]

Inside Iraq by Blue Falcon
Foward Operating Base lke
* The last two days of writing these blogs sure
> have opened my eyes a little wider about what
i readers want to read and hear about. But for
Y me, | think it's important that people know what
the “civilian soldier” goes through just to deploy
| to war. Itis very apparent to me that many
National [...]

Publisher's Desk by Randy Rickman
_Corcoran State Prison - Inmates

probably was similar to many others who have
not dealt with the prison system. | thought the
inmate would try to survive on his own or try to
associate with some group for protection. They
y | would do their time and get back on the right

b track in [.]
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